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Background 
This document contains a proposal from Finland on how to integrate the ecosystem service concept in the 
assessment of state and conservation of the marine environment. 
 

Action required 
Contracting Parties are invited to: 

- take note of the proposal  
- agree to address the issue at the next meeting of State and Conservation. 
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Integrating the ecosystem service concept in assessing the state and 

conservation of the marine environment 
 

Ecosystem services (ES) are according to the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MEA 2005) divided into 

provisioning, regulating, cultural and supporting services. Biodiversity is a prerequisite for many of these 

services. Valuing ES has in the last decade contributed significantly to the set of arguments why we must 

conserve biodiversity and why the use of marine resources must be carried out sustainably.  

Habitat change, climate change, over exploitation and pollution are all on the rise in the marine and coastal 

environments globally, as well as in the Baltic Sea (MEA 2005, HELCOM 2010 a,b). UNEP-WCMC (2011) argue 

for the valuation of marine ES to better inform management choices, and to guide human behaviour towards 

sustainability. Now, as marine conservation and marine protected areas (MPAs) must be integrated in 

maritime spatial planning (MSP), it is useful to consider what added value the ES concept may bring to the 

discussion.  

FI suggests that HELCOM State and Conservation Group should consider how marine ecosystem services 

should be taken into account when setting up goals for conservation of marine biodiversity. In particular, it 

is necessary to consider how mapping and assessment of ecosystems and their services (MAES) can be 

integrated with the implementation of other marine and maritime strategies, in particular MSFD and MSP 

directive. 

FI will give a presentation on what is going on regarding marine ecosystem services globally, within Europe, 

and in the Baltic Sea right now. The presentation will include a suggestion on what would be relevant for the 

State & Conservation Group to include in its work programme.  

It is suggested that Contracting Parties prepare for this discussion by getting familiar with the topic e.g. by 

reading some of the publications listed below.   

Some of the issues that could be discussed and considered at the next State & Conservation meeting include:  

 What added value does considering ES bring into marine conservation? 

 How can ES be linked with marine species, habitats and ecosystems? 

 What type of indicators could be used to describe the state of ES? 

 How can the ES concept be used to highlight the economic and social benefits of (a) sustainable use 

of the marine resources, and (b) well managed MPAs 

 How the S&C Group should proceed regarding mapping and assessment of ecosystems and their 

services (MAES)? 
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